The Rotondi Prize for the Saviors of Art

The award is dedicated to Pasquale Rotondi (Arpino 1909 - Rome 1991) who, as Superintendent of Cultural Heritage in Urbino during the Second World War coordinated, from 1940 and 1945, the Operation Rescue of the most important masterpieces of Italian art (about 10,000 works of art) by secretly collecting them in the Montefeltro Marche (Sassocorvaro, Carpegna and Urbino) to rescue them from the dangers of the war.
Such example of courageous commitment has inspired the "Ark of Art" and " Rotondi Prize for the Saviors of Art " in homage to this person whom the art historian Giulio Carlo Argan called "An intellectual who loved to serve the culture rather than use it

That definition has deep and wider meanings, because if  history is  made by the action of power (and often the abuse of power), by the conquerors and their battles, as taught in school, leading (and enhancing) the competition for power,  humanity however  survives for those who humbly support and serve the culture rather than for the powerful who use it.
The " World Rotondi Prize 2012" has been awarded for the recovery of the wide architectural ensemble of the Mevlevi Dervishes in Cairo, which comprises a sufi convent (Muslim mystics), an Ottoman sama'khana (building for the ritual of sama'), a Mamluk madrasa with out-lying mausoleum and the remains of the palace Qusun-Yashbak-Aqbardi.
The restoration, carried out in the course of thirty years, has been achieved through an organization of a work site school, in every sector of both fine arts and structural and architectural buildings. That is, an organization aimed at the training of craftsmen, restorers, but also archaeologists and technical specialists (architects, engineers, etc. ..). that today, in large part, are directors of restoration or teachers in the universities of Egypt.
Against the appropriation and exploitation of technical knowledge, which are often the incentive for the power by man over man and over nature, the activity of the "work site school" promotes a teaching which stems from direct on-site knowledge. Thus, it favours a learning process that, through effective experience, increases conscience and respect for the cultural and scientific values attained by mankind.
